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One cannot summarize, even in a list of headings, this Protean per- 
sonality who, according to Lamartine, had " enough saltpetre in him to 
blow up ten governments ", who, according to Princess Lieven, was " a 
perpetual fireworks " and who, according to Metternich, was " decidedly 
not a statesman, but an acrobat " — a view, be it said, which Metternich 
did not continue to hold. Suffice it to say that Thiers, who made plenty 
of mistakes and had plenty of faults, grew in general in wisdom with 
advancing years, a heartening fact as the opposite would be most dis- 
heartening, that his last years were his most useful to his country and 
that he may confidently be said to have achieved his ambition, " a half a 
line in universal history ", as he expressed it, although the Rhadamanthine 
Wells does not allow him that much in his, which is perhaps more of a 
compliment than not. 

All phases of Thiers's activity, all the numerous personal contacts of 
the lively Meridional, most of the great scenes in French history for fifty 
years, are illustrated variously and strikingly in this valuable book, not 
one page of which is dull. 

Charles Downer Hazen. 

Histoire de France Contemporaine. [Lavisse.] Tome VIII. L' Evo- 
lution de la Troisieme Republique, 1875-1914. Par Ch. Seigno- 
bos. (Paris: Hachette. 1921. Pp. 512. 30 fr.) 
In the eighth volume of the Histoire de France Contemporaine Pro- 
fessor Seignobos, writing upon the Third Republic from the adoption of 
the Constitution of 1875 to the eve of the World War, has fully sustained 
the high standard of the earlier volumes of the series, as described in the 
preceding number of this Review. 

The volume is divided into four books. The first two, amounting to 
about three-fifths of the whole, relate the history of the internal political 
life of the Republic, the third describes its foreign and colonial policy, 
while the fourth deals with the social transformation through which 
France was passing. Within each book the arrangement into chapters 
and sections exhibits in an exceptional degree the admirable organizing 
skill which almost invariably marks French historical writing. 

While recognizing that the method of arrangement employed has many 
advantages, especially for setting forth in lucid fashion the vast multitude 
of facts which must be presented to the reader, it seems to the reviewer 
that it was a mistake to separate the account of foreign and colonial 
policy and the description of the social transformation from the general 
narrative of political events. Each part suffers somewhat from its isola- 
tion. The most serious objection, however, is that the separation makes 
it difficult, if not impossible, for the reader to get a realizing sense of the 
whole series of events and changes which made up the life of France 
during the period which the volume covers. It would, no doubt, have 
been extremely difficult to put together all of the varied elements of 



Lavisse: France Contemporaine 561 

French life into a single narrative, but the reviewer feels confident that 
Professor Seignobos could have done it. Success in such an undertaking 
would have been a really great achievement. 

The books devoted to political history are marked by an unusual degree 
of good judgment in the selection of things to be told or described, by 
clear and concise narration, and by penetrating and judicious estimates 
of men, measures, policies, and events. These estimates are confined to 
occasional sentences or short paragraphs, for in general Professor Seigno- 
bos writes in highly objective fashion, allowing the facts to tell their 
own story. Particularly noteworthy are the accounts of the elections, 
each with a careful analysis of the distribution of the vote, the description 
of party programmes, and the very clear indications as to where, at any 
given time, real political power was located. Special and perhaps some- 
what disproportionate attention is given to the development of the socialist 
parties. The accounts of the crisis of the sixteenth of May and of the 
Boulanger and Dreyfus affairs are exceptionally well told and with a 
nearly complete absence of party bias. Even in the thorny matter of the 
controversies over the relations of Church and State Professor Seignobos 
has succeeded in writing most dispassionately. 

The book upon foreign and colonial policy relates chiefly to colonial 
matters. Only one chapter, of thirty-five pages, is given to foreign 
affairs and most of that scant measure is used in sketching in brief form 
the general course of European rather than French diplomacy. This 
surprising brevity Professor Seignobos defends (p. 290) upon the ground 
that in a history of Europe diplomatic activities would demand a large 
space, but that in a history of France the treatment may be limited to the 
things which have produced some action by the French government, dis- 
turbed French opinion, or modified the conditions of French policy in 
Europe. It seems to the reviewer that, even upon the basis of that limi- 
tation, the subject has not been adequately treated and that the reader is 
left with a distinctly false impression as to the extent to which the life 
of the French people has been affected by the foreign policy of France 
and of other nations. 

The story of the remarkable achievement of the Third Republic in 
the building up of a new colonial empire, second in extent only to that of 
England, is well told in four chapters, one each for north Africa, the Far 
East, and black Africa, and one on colonial policy. The regional chapters 
at times go into more detail than seems necessary. 

The book on the social transformation describes in a remarkably inter- 
esting and effective way the changes which have taken place in the popu- 
lation, the conditions of social life, the agricultural, industrial, and direct- 
ing classes, and the intellectual life of the country. The distinctive fea- 
ture of these six chapters is their illuminating quality. An occasional 
excess of statistics is a pardonable fault in view of the general good judg- 
ment shown in the handling of difficult materials. 
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There are twenty insert plates of valuable illustrations, but no maps — 
though some are much needed for the colonial chapters — and no index. 

Frank Maloy Anderson. 

Naval Operations. By Sir Julian S. Corbett. Volume II. [His- 
tory of the Great War based on Official Documents, by direction 
of the Historical Section of the Committee of Imperial Defence.] 
( New York and London : Longmans, Green, and Company. 192 1 . 
Pp. xi, 448. 2 is.) 

The first volume of this truly monumental naval history of the late 
war was reviewed in the American Historical Review of October, 1920 
(XXVI. 94-96). It contained 470 pages, and ended with the account of 
the battle of the Falklands. The present volume is approximately of the 
same length, though of much greater bulk, owing to the very excellent 
strategical and other maps, of which no fewer than fifteen are folding. 
The book covers the raid on the Yorkshire coast of December, 1914, the 
Dogger Bank action, and the destruction of the Dresden, but the greater 
portion is taken up with the Dardanelles campaign. When the British 
government announced the preparation and appearance of an Official 
History of the Great War, there was much curiosity in regard to the 
character of such a work, published so soon after the events to be de- 
scribed and, presumably, to be criticized. Without allowing sufficient 
lapse of time for the necessary " historical perspective ", was it not some- 
what audacious to attempt more than the United States naval authorities 
were doing, namely, the collection and collation of the records and the 
publication of certain limited monographs? 

It must be admitted that Sir Julian Corbett has solved this more than 
difficult problem in an astonishingly successful manner. While indulging 
in no high-handed apportioning of praise and blame, he presents the facts, 
be they favorable or damning, clearly and fully, so that the results stand 
out for themselves. At the same time he is ever jealous of reputations, 
and strives to present what was no doubt in the mind of a leader who 
failed of his purpose, as, for example, his apology for Admiral Cradock 
after Coronel. Very significant also is his invariable defense of men 
who have been blamed unjustly, like Mr. W. S. Churchill in the Coronel 
affair and that of the Dardanelles, and Lord Fisher in regard to the 
Dardanelles. Concerning the latter he says : " The loss at such a crisis 
(resignation from the Admiralty) of a man who bulked so large in popu- 
lar opinion could only add to the general depression. To the country at 
large he was the embodiment of the old fighting energy of the navy — the 
man to whom we owed the organization and strategical disposition which 
rendered the German fleet impotent when the long-expected struggle 
began, and the all-embracing combination against Admiral von Spee 
which had given us our only decisive success at sea" (p. 410). Fisher's 
resignation started the debacle of the cabinet, and " within five days of 



